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“Responding to the Resurrection”   Text – John 11:25-27

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Many times each day, each of us hear questions.  
They may be “What would you like on your toast?”, or “Do you have your lunch box?”, or “What time will you be home tonight dear?”  
And questions like these are not extremely important in the grand scheme of things.  

But some questions are.  
For example, around half of us here have been asked, or may one day be asked, the same very important question: “Will you marry me?”  
And following a “yes” answer, other important questions have been or will be faced like, “Do you take this man or this woman to be your lawfully wedded husband or wife?”  

Many of us also have been asked important questions, standing up front here in church, that begin with, “do you promise…?” or “do you acknowledge…?” or “do you believe…?”

And of course, every question demands an answer.  
It may be, “I would like marmite on my toast,” or “I should be home around 5:30.”  

However, while answers like these can be given without too much thought and repeatedly, other answers are as important as the questions.  
Questions about marriage, baptism, profession of faith, or ordination require thoughtful and deliberate answers.

Well, we come upon a question and answer in the passage of Scripture before us today also.  
And the question that is asked here is also of vital importance.  
In fact, I trust you will agree with me when I say that 
this question is the single most important question that each of us must answer. 
Everything else, and I mean everything, depends on the answer to this question. 

For, after making an extraordinary statement about Himself, Jesus asks Martha a question that must also be answered by each of us today:  
“Do you believe this?”

And so, let’s have a look then at what Jesus says here, so that we are able to answer His question in a manner similar to Martha.

To begin with though, we need to quickly review the circumstances that lead up to Jesus’ question.  
Martha’s brother, Lazarus, falls ill.  
Martha and Mary send word to Jesus about this, hoping that He will come and heal Lazarus.  Now, it takes time for the message the sisters send to reach Jesus.  He then stays two more days where He is before journeying to Bethany.  When he arrives, we find that Lazarus has been dead four days, perhaps dead even before Jesus got the message about his illness.  

As Jesus meets Martha then, she is distraught and upset.  
From her perspective, Lazarus’s death seemed avoidable.  She is deeply grieved by the fact that the Lord was absent at this moment of personal tragedy.  

But her statement to Jesus in verse 21 reveals that she still has a kernel of hope in her heart.  And so, she approaches the Lord in this confused and mixed state of heart.  

At first, Jesus assures her that “her brother will rise again.”  
And Martha seems to interpret His words as an expression of general comfort and responds to them by indicating that she believes in the resurrection of the last day.  

But Jesus wants to give Martha much more than an expression of general comfort.  
He also wants much more of Martha than general doctrinal agreement.  
And so He delivers to Martha this extraordinary statement that ends with THE question: 
“Do you believe this?” 

Firstly then, we see that Jesus makes an astounding declaration.

He begins by saying, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
And with this declaration, this “I am” declaration, He immediately turns Martha’s focus away from a general belief in a future event to Himself.  

	Now, at this stage in the life and ministry of Jesus, He is still very much alive.  The events of His own death and resurrection are still to come.                                                                             What then does Jesus mean when He says, “I am the resurrection and the life”?  


	Well, the word “resurrection” simply means “to raise up.”  
	Belief in the resurrection speaks of a hope that death is not the end; it is not the last word.  After death there will yet be life.  We will be raised up.  
	But it doesn’t just speak about being physically raised from death.  
	For as we know from Scripture, resurrection is something that will happen to every man, woman, and child who has died when Jesus comes again.  
	Physical resurrection will be common to believer and unbeliever alike.  
	And so, there is more in view here than just physical resurrection.


	And we see this as we note that Jesus does not just say, “I am the resurrection,” but “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
	And here we are directed back to John 5:24.  Please turn there for a minute.  There we find the words that introduce these words and help us to understand Jesus’ meaning.  
	There Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  
	And what these words tell us is that Jesus is speaking here also about spiritual resurrection.  
	At the moment of belief, the believer possesses eternal life.  
	At the moment of belief the believer’s spiritual condition changes from one of death to one of life.
	At the moment of belief, resurrection already takes place.


	And this spiritual resurrection we call regeneration or new-birth.  
	Perhaps you boys and girls remember Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus in John 3?  
	Jesus said to him, to enter the kingdom of heaven you must be born again.  
	And Nicodemus sort of scratched his head and said how can I, a grown man, be born again?  
	And Jesus answered him by revealing that what He was talking about was not physical birth but spiritual birth.  



	And what he meant by spiritual birth is exactly what we have seen in Ephesians.  
	Those of you who have been present for our series in the Book of Ephesians will recall the opening words of chapter 2.  
	There Paul describes the state of all those who are outside of Christ as “dead in your transgressions and sins.”  
	All those who refuse to believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord are spiritually dead.  
	And so, something needs to happen to them for them to be spiritually alive.    
	And this is exactly what Paul speaks of when he goes on to say that because of God’s great love for us, He “made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions ... [He] raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms.”


	Regeneration or new birth comes when he who is spiritually dead is made alive and raised up with Christ.  


	And this brings us right back to Jesus’ declaration here in John 11.  “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
	Now, even though these events had still to come, with these words, Jesus points Martha’s faith to what we read earlier in Luke 24.  
	After describing the death and burial of Jesus, the Gospel writer goes on in that chapter to describe the resurrection.  The women arrived at the tomb to find the stone rolled away and an angel.  He said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; He has risen!”  
	You see, Brothers and Sisters, the grave could not contain Jesus Christ, because He is the resurrection and the life!  
	Death’s chains could not restrain Jesus Christ, because He is the resurrection and the life.  
	The devil and all his demons could not subdue Jesus Christ because He is the resurrection and the life.  
	Jesus is the resurrection and the life! 


	And Jesus’ resurrection work not only freed Him from death, it accomplished this also for His people.  
	Romans 5:17 says, “How much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.” 
	As Jesus rises from the dead, He becomes the means by which believers can go from being spiritually dead to being spiritually alive.  

And He becomes the means by which they too can also rise from the dead.
 
Do you see then why, with these words, Jesus has no interest in an expression of general comfort.  
Jesus wants much more of Martha than general doctrinal agreement.  
And this is why with His “I am” He draws Martha’s faith focus to Himself.  

Well, having begun with this astounding declaration then, Jesus goes on to make two assuring declarations.  

He says, “He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”
Now, we need to understand here that Jesus is not making two separate declarations or promises.  He is saying the same thing but from slightly different angles.  But let’s look at them each in turn to see how this is so.
	Firstly then, “He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies.”
	Here, Jesus makes an assuring declaration about all those who die as believers.  
	Just as death could not keep Me in the grave, says Jesus, so death cannot keep believers in the grave.  
	Just as My body broke the chains of death, so too your body will break the chains of death.
	And even though you may die and your body may spend time in the grave, just as Mine did, because you have been raised to spiritual life already, your soul will continue to live with Me in heaven.
	And when I return again, your body will rise again and be joined once more with your soul.  
	Now, Jesus does not explain exactly how this will all work to Martha, but we know this is because of what we read in 1 Cor 15 and 1 Thess 4.  
	There Paul says that when Jesus returns He will bring the souls of all those who have died and yhey will be reunited with their resurrected and glorified bodies.  
	And to demonstrate this to Martha, to Mary, to all those gathered there, and to us, Jesus will shortly raise Lazarus from the dead as a picture of what will happen to the bodies of believers when He comes again.  
	Like Jesus, their bodies also will be raised from the dead.  
	And so, “He who believes in Me will live, even though He dies.”


	Then Jesus continues on to say, “Whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”
	Having just spoken about those who die as believers, here Jesus makes a further assuring declaration about all those who live as believers.
	A little earlier I mentioned Ephesians 2.  
	There we noted that at the moment of regeneration; the moment of spiritual birth, the believer “is made alive with Christ.”
	It is as the hymn writer puts it, “Death no longer is the stronger.”
	Life in Christ now becomes the governing principle.
	And we saw this also in John 5:24: Whoever believes in Jesus “has crossed over from death to life.”
	In Jesus, “The strife is o’er, the battle done; the victory of life is won!”
	We no longer live as those who are enslaved to death and sin.  
	No, it’s no longer I that lives, but Christ who lives in me.  “The life I live in the body I live by faith in the Son of God.”


	In addition though, these words also reveal what 1 Cor 15 and 1 Thess 4 speak of in terms of those who are alive when Christ returns.
	To these will belong the gift of not having to pass through death into eternal life.

Their bodies will be instantly changed and they will meet Jesus in the air 
	“Whoever lives and believes in Me,” says Jesus, “will never die.”

And so, these assuring declarations are set before Martha.  
Jesus speaks to her and tells her that resurrection is not only what occurs on some distant day in the far off future.  Resurrection is a present event that begins in Him.  

Jesus says to Martha, to believe in the resurrection means to believe in Me.
Jesus has not come to Bethany just to raise Lazarus from the dead.  
Jesus has not come to Bethany just to be with His friends in the hour of their grief.  
Jesus has come to give them more than they could even know to ask for.  
Jesus has come to give them Himself.  

And so follows His question.  “Do you believe this?”

Now, Martha did not know that Jesus would shortly raise her brother from the dead.  
Martha did not know that soon Jesus would die, Himself, and rise from the dead.  
Martha did not know how Jesus would accomplish all that He here speaks of.
And yet, Martha said, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”  

Well, you do know the things that Martha did not.  
You know the power that Jesus revealed when He raised Lazarus.  
You know the power that enabled Him to go to the cross knowing the agonies that awaited.  You know the power that enabled Him to stay on the cross when the darkness of God’s wrath descended.  
You know the power that enabled Him to break the cords of death and rise from the tomb victorious.

And so, to those of you who have not yet submitted your life to Jesus Christ, He says, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Do you believe this?”
Will you continue to embrace sin and death, or will you repent of your sin and embrace life both now and into eternity?  What is your answer?

Young people, you are baptized members of this church.  
To you also, Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Do you believe this?”
Are you living according to your baptism?
Are you growing more and more aware of sin and your need for God’s daily forgiveness?
Are you seeking to be more serious about serving the Lord?
Are you seeking a deeper and more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, your Saviour?
What is your answer?

Brothers and Sisters, you who have professed faith in Jesus Christ, to you also, Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Do you believe this?”
Is your heart filled again with joy that the weekly day of resurrection has come?
Are you longing to sit again at the Supper of the Lord?  
Are you too seeking a deeper communion with Jesus Christ, your Saviour?

May the One who loved you and gave Himself for you draw each of you closer to Him.  Amen.









